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How	  to	  obtain	  soil	  order	  classification	  and	  other	  soil	  related	  data	  from	  WEB	  SOIL	  SURVEY:	  
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
First	  set	  the	  preferences	  for	  the	  Map	  Legends	  
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Then	  set	  the	  
scale	  based	  
on	  the	  pixels	  
per	  inch	  of	  
your	  
monitor	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
There	  are	  many	  ways	  to	  select	  the	  location	  of	  your	  specific	  plots.	  Two	  simple	  one	  are	  typing	  a	  
postal	  address	  closer	  to	  your	  plots	  or	  type	  latitude	  and	  longitude	  coordinates	  if	  available.	  
	  
	  
The	  following	  example	  
uses	  latitude	  and	  
longitude	  of	  two	  20x20	  
m	  plots	  located	  in	  the	  
Crum	  Woods	  of	  
Swarthmore	  College.	  
(39°	  54’	  20.55”	  N	  and	  
75°	  21’	  25.12”	  W).	  
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Now	  we	  need	  to	  define	  the	  Area	  of	  Interest	  (AOI).	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
You	  can	  verify	  that	  the	  square	  you	  selected	  has	  the	  right	  size	  by	  using	  the	  measuring	  stick:	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

click here

Draw square to 
define plots 

location

click here

Green line 
measures length
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We	  are	  ready	  to	  
learn	  which	  soil	  
units	  are	  part	  of	  
your	  plots	  
	  
Click	  Soil	  Map	  
tab	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Click	  Soil	  Data	  Explorer	  
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Click	  	  Soil	  
Reports	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Here	  we	  will	  select	  individual	  reports	  and	  add	  them	  individually	  to	  the	  shopping	  cart	  for	  later	  
downloading.	  Lets	  start	  with	  1.	  Soil	  Chemical	  Properties.	  Then	  click	  on	  2.	  View	  Soil	  Report	  
and	  add	  it	  to	  3.	  Shopping	  Cart	  
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The shopping cart window will allow adding a subtitle to better identify the site/plot/location. 

 

Now choose 1. Soil Physical Properties, then 2. Physical Soil Properties, then click 3. View Soil 

Report, and add it to 4. Shopping Cart. 
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You	  can	  choose	  to	  write	  down	  the	  data	  as	  is	  generated	  on	  the	  screen	  or	  to	  create	  a	  report	  that	  
will	  produce	  a	  PDF	  file	  with	  the	  data:	  click	  1.	  Shopping	  Cart	  (Free)	  Tab,	  then	  2.	  Check	  Out	  
and	  Get	  Now.	  
	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Below	  is	  the	  report	  for	  the	  site	  in	  the	  Crum	  Woods	  of	  Swarthmore	  College.	  
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http://soils.usda.gov/sqi/
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=nrcs
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=nrcs
http://soils.usda.gov/contact/state_offices/
http://soils.usda.gov/contact/state_offices/
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Map Scale: 1:380 if printed on A size (8.5" x 11") sheet.

Custom Soil Resource Report
Soil Map
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